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MAJOR CEMERAL TRAN VAN DON lETAILS THE 
PRESENT SITUATION IN SOOTH VIE!mAMj THE 
PLAN TO ESTABLISH MARTIAL LANj AND, HIS 
VIEWS ON SOUTH VIETNAM'S FUTURE. ^ 
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AFPH (SNERAL DON 

OF SOME OF THE EVENTS OCCURIHG 





SEEMS TO BE UNAWARE OF THE ACTUAL lETAILS 
SOUTH .VISTHAM. . 


i. SUMMARY. fflNERAL TRAN VAN DON, COMMANIER OF THE ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC 

* 

* 

OF VIETNAM, SAID ON 23 'AUGUST I963 THAT BE IS HOT THE MAN SIHIND THE PRESENT 

MARTIAL LAW ACTION IN SOOTH 'VIETNAM. BE SAID THAI HE IS A FIGUREHEAD AND 

• • • • 

RESPONSIBLE FOR ONLY THE FIRST PHASE; THERE ARE OTHER, WHOM HE DID NOT NAME, 

WHO WOULD TAKE OVER THE OTHER PHASES. DON FURTHER STATED THAT PRESIDENT DIEM 

« • •• 

« 

IS IN CONTROL THROUGH NGO DINH NHU; THAT' THE MARfELAL LAW PLAN -WAS PRESENTED BY 

# 

THE CENERALS TO NEU ON 20 AUGUST AND TEEN DISCUSSED WITH -DIEM, WHO MADE THE 

< . 

EECISION AFTER THE GENERALS RECCMMEHIED IT. -DON ALSO CLAIMED THAT THINGS COULD 

• ♦ •• 

NOT REVEkl BACK TO WHAT THEY WERE BEFORE; THAT SCHE OF TEE MINISTERS HAD TO BE 

« 

CHANCED; AND, THAI IT WAS PRACTICALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO GET RID OF THE HHUS BECAUSE 
OF THE SPECIAL POSITIONS THEY HOLD AS DIEM'S'TBIMER AND PLATONIC WIFE. 


CLASSIFICATION — dissemination CONTROLS 




STATC/|K« OlA ARWy/aCSI navy I AIR | JCS | SECOCT 


K.tC 




OCt '.OKI 


s 5-_\‘ .i-.*..:--.:; 

r .* - 

•• 'j • ■■■• ■ 

' L't j. • 






5TAYC/0 IR 


TELEGRAM 


INFORMATION REPORT 



r5?^ 1 Kb OBSOLmC PBfeoUS EDmOh"B, 

5-e3 Itxu 


sanitized ,1 ii 

EO <^ 0 . I 

NLK-15-7^ ji 

Bv JTJRK- MARA. Da‘P 1 1 3i 6 li 


(15-30) 


















L . 


if' 

IT**’ 


OASSIf ICATKDN - OIS 






:>Mi) 


M 05978 , 


fAGS OW 


., i:-, i - 



2o DON WAS ASKED WHO k'AS IN CONIHOL AND REPLIED PRESIDENT ' -.•-•‘■V., 

• : - ■ ; ;• 

DIEM IS IN. CONTROL THROUGH CONSELOR NGO DINH NHU. _ALL THE • • 


• > 


GENERALS CHECX WITH NHU PRIOR TO SEEING DIEM. EXPI^NED /THIS BY^ , 

/ saying diem uses NHU AS HIS •" THINKER** AND ADVISOR BUT -DOES NOT. AT,- .-; 

■ . . / • • ■ 

• ALL TIMES FOLLOW NHU* S ADVICE. PRESIDENT IS JEALOUS OF HIS -.V , ;•> 


authority AND PREROGATIVES. DON GAVE AN EXAMPLE. . AT M IDN IGHT _ ,0 / • 

• • * 

ON 22 AUG, GENERALS DON, TON THAT DINH AND TRAN tHIEN KHIEM 

WENT TO SEE NHU ABOUT THE ' STUDENTS, RECOMMENDING THAT SCHOOLS ALL 

BE CLOSED IN SAIGON BY' THE MARTIAL LAW, BECAUSE THEY HAD. INFORMATION 

THAT ON 23. 24,. AND 25 AUG THERE WOULD. BE S TUDE NT DEMONSTRATIONS IN 

SAIGON. NHU CONCURRED WITH GENERALS CreCOM MEFBAT TOLD THEM HE. 

•HAD to CHECK WITH THE PRESIDENT. NHU AND GENERALS WENT TO SEE . 

• ’ ) . * * 

DIEM RECOMMENDING L.CJ,OSj_h«/ OF SCHOOLS, DIEM .SAID "NO. .TJp YOUNG . 
PEOPLE MUST HAVE MEANS OF EXPRESSING THEM.SELVES." DON REPEATED THAT 

■ • • i 

DIEM IS THE MAN WHO MAKES F INAL- DECISONS. ' ' . 


DON WENT ON TO EXPLAIN RELATIONSHIPS IN THE PALACEo 


SAID IT MUST BE REMEMBERED THAT .FOR YEARS- PRESIDENT HAS_BEEN 

• . . J 

AGITATOR AGAINST COLONIALIST REGIMES.' DURING THIS iTlHC'/ DIEM . I 

• • 

A LOT OF THINKING HIMSELF. WHEN HE TOOK OVER GOVT -IN 1954 HE 


1 r 


% * • % ^ * -*• . r* •• 
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FOui^D IT WAS DIFFEHE'vT AND KE WOULD HAVE TO HAVE PEOPLE AROUND > • 

HIv'! WHO THINK. HE TURNED TO HIS BROTHER NHLi WHO IS A THINKER, AN 
INDIVIDUAL WHO HAS THEORIES, A PHILOSOPHY. AS I IM^^^ ON, P 
HAS ALLOWED NHU TO DO MOST OF THE THINKING. THISjipOESj NOT MEAN . L • 

PRESIDENT WILL TAKE ALL OF NHU* S ADVICE. •••DIEM L'lKES NHU' TO WRITE 

** *« 

PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATIONS, SPElfCHES. DIEM PREFERS HIMSELF TO MEET . ^ 

i * * • • 


THE PEOPLE AND TALK TO PEOPLE. IN THIS WAY NHU' HAS SPECIAL POWER 

AS A THINKER FOR THE PRESIDENT. ' 

A. IN DESCRIBING RELATIONSHIP OF MADAME. NHU IN THE PALACE, 

OON.saiD that IN DIEM'S MIND MADAME NHU HAS STATUS OF BEING DIEM'S^ 

* *— . . . _ 

••WIFE". PRESIDENT HAS NEVER MARRIED AND NOT. USED TO HAVING WOMEN 

around HIM. FOR PAST NINE YEARS DIEM HAS MADAM NHU TO C'pMFORT HIM 

* ■ • 

after DAY'S WORK IS DONE. SHE IS CHARM ING.Z" TALKS TO HIM, RELIEVES 

* • 

HIS TENSION, ARGUES WITH HIM, NEEDLES HIM AND, IfIKE A VIETNAMESE 

« I • 

WTt:-’=‘ SHE TS DOMINANT IN THE HOUSEHOLD. PRESIDENT AND MADAME NHU • 

• . • , • • 

LWE TWO APARTMENTS APART. THERE ARE NO SEXUAL RELATIONS BETWEEN 

- • • 

DIEM AND MADAME NHU. . IN DON'S OPIN-ION, PRESIDENT HAS NEVER 

. , « • 

had SEXUAL RELATIONS. • ’ ' ' 

'Te'lIKENED the SITUATION TO THAT OF HITLER AND EVA BRAUN. DON 

ALSO SAID, THE PRESIDENT LIKES GOOD LOOKING MEN AROUND HIM. DON .. 
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tAGi FOUR 


* . , r.'; V' 



CITED THE CASE OF HANDSOME YOUNG SERGEANT' WHO PLANTED A PUBLIC 


V. 


garden in DALAT. president asked who • had . planted the garden AND. C.%|^Ta^ 




WHEN INFORMED, CALLED THE SERGEANT TO THE PALACE AND IHMEDIATELY-^::^^-- 

.. ... . *. ........... — — ' : . ^ . V/ ■ ^ ■». 

PROMOtId HIM^TO LT.' COLONEL ‘aND'puT him IN' CHARGE OF H IL ITARY 
AGRICULTURE. DIEM, HAS INTENSE PASSIONS. . WHEN HE LIKES SOHKODY,^;:!;:^^:^ 

• »*. / • -• '** **. ► • t * . ^ 

HE LIKES THEM ALL' THE WAY; • WHE^/ HE HATES SOMEONE, HE 
COMPLETELY. THERE IS NO IN-BETWEEN. ’ ' MADAME NHU USES HER . 

• ■-•. . V . 'w.: 

**# ** ^ ^ ® • * 

PRIVILEGED POSITION WITH PRESIDENT TO MAKE HIM SAY. YES WHEN ,HE';^sV:g-5g:</; 

WANTS TO SAY NO, BUT HE IS WON BY HER CHARM., DON SAID, "AS I 

KNOW, MADAME NHU CAN BE EXTREMELY CHARMING." D'ON SAID ’ IJ.' WO'ULD.-^Si'fe^ 


■ BE PRACTICALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO • GET RID OF THE NHUS BECAUSE 

■ : . . ■ .‘.•-v/v 

SPECIAL POSITIONS THEY HOLD; NGO DINH NHU BEING .PRESIDENT* S 

■« - ; ■ / .• - t . ■• I ' ' • * • 

'THINKER AND MADAME NHU HIS PLATONIC WIFEi ' ' ” 


%. • I 


5. THE DECISION FpR THE ACTION OF 20-21 AUGUST WAS REACHED, ■" 

i * -r — • * ■ • !•“■••?. 

• ‘ ^ : • *». • *.* ' '.**■ • 1 

BY TEN GENERALS DURING THE^'eNING'J OF 18 AUG: TRAN VAN DON, TON 

f • ; .— y- — .— ' ...- • .. 

THAT DINH, DO CAO TRI, TRAN'THIEN KHIEM, NGUYEN KHANH, -'HUYNH VAN 

* * ** * .. • • > J J . 

CAO, MAI HUU XUAN, NGUYEN NGOC LE, LE VAN' KIM,.- AND- DUONG VAN M INH. 

M ^ ^ *••• * a • • % a 

•i-.’ ••. , ' . • ••■'r; '' •■ 

according to' don, THEY HAD NOT BEEN ENCOURAGED TO REACH THIS 1.. 

'■ ■ ■ .•••' •• .■; -'•• . ■••. •• • 


DECISION BY NHU. 


ONLY TIME NHU HAD TALKED ABOUT ‘aNY PLANNINQ .'. ^^" J-':'; ' 


WAS at meeting 11 JULY WITH ALL GENERALS PRESENT. ■ DON DID- NOT ,J 


say WHO BROUGHT GENERALS TOGETHER 18 AUG. 
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PAG£ FIVE 


THIS PLAN'f^IHG INCLUDED MARTIAL LAW AND EVENTUAL' TAKING OF , . , 

BONZES WHO CAME FROM OUTSIDE SAIGON AND RETURNING THEM, TO • THE IR_ .•■ •.; • 

^ * * * * • * 

OVN PROVINCES ftl® PA3 00AS. PLAN HAS PRESENTED BY GENERALS TO 
^'nKO ON 20 AUG. KHU TOLD THEN TO DISCUSS PLANS UHH PRESIDENT.' 

NHU '.'AS NOT PRESENT I'HEN GENERALS PRESENTED THEIR tlAN-TO DIEM. T-D 
GENERALS PRESENT WERE: KHIEN. 'TRI, KHANH, DINH, HUYNH VAN CAO,'''|-';-;.-.;;'- 
A-ia DON. DON HEADED THE GROUP THAT PRESENTED THE .PLAN TO y';' 


A • • • # * 

1 * • V 


•• • . • ^ 


THS PRESIDENT. ' 

* * * * * ‘ . * ' • - » 

.'5. GE^’ERALS TOLD PRESIDEUT THAT MORALE OF TROOPS WAS . '• •' 

, ,5.3 ^ TN FACT THEY FEARED-THAT ONE 'H IL IT Y PO^,;-:;. : c' .. 
WAS NEAR state 0 ? GENERALS SAID THAT WIVES OF -Jl {/- v 

SOLDIERS AMD JUNIOR OFFICERS WERE GETTING UPSET.' THEY v [. 

EXPLAINED TO PRESIDENT THE SITUATION .AS THE MILITARY SA.*/ IT ; •. .. 

VIS-A-VIS THE BUDDHISTS. DON CLAIMS HE TOLD DIEM THAT 8 MAY 

affair I'N hue COULD HAVe'sEEN SETTLED but THAT THE VC HAD . - ■. 

penetrated BUDDHISTS In'xA LOI PAGODA.’ DON’ DESCRIBED TACT ICS 

USED IN DEMONSTRATIONS ON 11 AUG.':yHEN BONZE ' THIGH TaH CHAU 

haranguing the CROWD AT XA LOI. 'CHAU HELD^CROVD SPELLBOUND ’ 

questions LIKE "ARE WE GOING TO MARCH IN STREETS..? CROWD .. 

WOULD CALL BACK "YES"'. SUDDENL Y^CHAU ^^ULU- SAY ;N0,- W E Vlgg . ; ^ - 
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rACt SIX 


• • t . _ » . I • 

l^SFM^Rcyn^ theItreets^ the * fact' that .you -HAyf SAIO^ WE 

GOING TO MARCH. IN STREETS IS SaMe’v^S KARCHINQ IN . THE'. STREETS.^^.^ 

OOM FELT THAT THE BONZE WHO SPOKE ENGLISH,.' THIGH DUC N6HIEP, -;^'|^-^^^^^^ 

« • • -*•♦• ■ i" * .,.♦ * * • - JL“. W « ^ . • 

A L,/^r-or\iie amh tuc ftrwrnAi <? FFAREO THAT IF THE 


• * • y. --*• ’•x. • •** *•* .* * 

/’ .■■■•■■.■ ' ^ . •• "• ‘■•rA.'!''*>; ‘••-•>^'L'’ 

NOT STOP THEM. .' •• . : ' ■ ;. .•, . 

• 7.'"'^.D0N SAID THE PRESIDENT MADE DECISION TO 

martial LA'-' AFTER THE ‘gENERALS HAD RECOMMENDED IT. DIEM 
made the DECISION TO BRING IN TROOPS TO OCCUPY STRATEGIC .,.:*. 


ipS TO OCCUPY STRATEGIC 

: . -. * .•♦••' ,'• • /* " ' ' - 

ED THE RE-COMMENOATIOM ' \". '■ 

r ' . • . •— , -y. *-...* 

^ ^ a ^ 'P ■**••»'. " * *' * 


POINTS OF SAIGON/CHOLON AND APPROVER THE, RECOMMENO.AT, ION ; . 

TO MOVE BONZES VISITING ^SAIGON .BACK TO/THEIR ..PROVI^^CES 'AND ' 

PAGODAS. PRESIDENT INSISTED HOWEVER ;THAT NONE OF 
BONZ'^S BE HURT. DOM SAID THIS TOUCHED HIM VERY MUCH THAT 
TUC oorcincMT c;ur„„n INSIST ON THEIR NOT 


LE VAN 


BONZES SE HURT. DOM SAID THIS i UUUHC-U nin vtn. • •• 

THE PRESIDENT SHOULD INSIST ON THEIR NOT BUDOHIS^.|||^^ 

DIEM APPOINTED GENERAL DON AS TEMPORARY SUCCESSOR TO GENERAL 

• ' ***** •* * *• * ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ * * * 

..ip \/£iM TY. DTEM MADE DON RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL ^ROpP?' .IN ,SVN» 

VOI’*'* ._..• I I I I I . - I I I !■! I I - ' 

:. THE CONDUCT OF MARTIAL. LAW^ AND IHPLEHE^^^AT ION- OF." NECESSARY 

•• • ■ ■•■■^ .••• •.•.••■ •■; ■ • •: Yc^': p-.-.r. 

■' hTASURES. GENERAL TON THAT DTNH WAS APPOINTED; M.ILITARY QOVERNOR^M^M'.’y 
. OF SAIGON/ CHOLON. COLONEL LE QUANG TUNG ’S'TROOPS- Of’ SPECIAL 

■ - * • * . • • •. ■ •'* ■». • • I ■^- * *.■ • • 

• \ ..*• «.♦... 

FORCES HIGH COMMAND. REMA IN UNDER THE CO.MTROL OF THE PRESIDENCY. '••■> -’O'' ' ' .r- 

• ■ •*’*"**^'** 

• _ * * » a 


• • r .1 •*•- '-* « • 

• .. . »:.••{< A' •: 


■•'• v« ' • ' 
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DON’ POINTED GUT. THAT DINH DID NOT CONMANQ TUNG*. S TROOPS EVEN . 






THOUGH VIE IS ^’ILITARY 'GOVERNOR OF SA'IGON/CHOLON^'~D1NH AS 






/ 


I^ILITARY GOVERNOR COORDINATES WITH DON. BUT DON DOES NOT COMMAND > j'-!' - 

• * ■ 4 «•• ••. • 

• * ■ ■ ■ • . J* . ’ • 

biNH. DIMM DOES ASK GENERAL STAFF' FOR GUIDANCE BUT HE DOES NOT ; 




• • 

RESPONSIVE TO BOTH DIEM AND NHU. TUNG COORDINATES WITH NHU, 


• • 
BUT WHEN DECISION IS MADE, IT COMES FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


General don said that the other generals support him 

^ * . . r . I 


1: 

\ 


EXCEPT S0'':E of the YOUNGER GENERALS. THESE YOUNGER GENER.ALS 

t 

Aor JEALOUS 7 qF' DON’ S HAVING ASSUMED GENERAL' T Y’ S., COMMAND. 


DON DID .NOT NAME ANY OF THESE YOUNGER GENERALS. .DON WAS 


CRITICISED BY THESE YOUNGER GENERALS FOR THE ACTION T’HAT-UAS 


I • 


TAKEN AGAINST THE BUDDHISTS. MAJORITY OF VIETNAMESE GENERALS 

* 


A.RE .BUDDHIST. FOR EXAMPLE, DON SAID, "WHEN I WANT TO' TELL 


GENERAL TRAN TU OA I SOMETHING OAI TELLS ME HE IS A CIVILIAN; .. 


• 


HAS CIVILIAN RESPONSIBILITY”. WHEN ASKED SPECIFICALLY IF 


CLASSinCATlON - OlSSEAyKA-HON CO^^^^OLS 






1 - 7 Z " "V.- ' li- - — — : .J- ■. 


EXECUTE ALL GENERAL STAFF ORDERS. / HE RECEIVES HI'S ORDERS AS ':• • ij- ‘ . 

• • • '•. ■ ■ ■••. ■: . ’ 

•'MILITARY GOVERNOR FROM THE PRESIDENCY JUST AS COLONEL TUNG DOES, • , 


DON said COL TUNG IS DANGEROUS BECAUSE HE IS NOT SUBJECT TO • ; ;.V; ■•. ; 

• " • . « •* • . 
• . . ^ ^ 

Mn ttARY CONTROL and EXECUTES. ORDERS ONLY FROM PRESIDENCY. •- ... : 

DON ALSO SAID THAT THE GENERALS HATE TUNG’S GUTS. .TUNG IS 
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: GENERAL NGUYEN KHAMK SUPPORTED DON, DON REPLIED THAT XHANH^ 

■ . - • • j . — •* ’ ' *-'*'^ *»•*.* • r'-’ V •* ' 

1.<AC 1'^'? percent with him. don said also that pudNC van' \-/: '"il::® 

“ *• • • 'M ♦ ■ * ' * *.*■».* • .'''*' ’'i ! * ' r>‘ 

^’INM, TRAM VAN NINH, GENERALS TRI 
/•WERE VlITK HIM,. WHEN ASKED IF GENERAL 

f * 

• .= DELEGiATE' » WAS IN ON ANY OF. THE PLANNING 
•— /. .. . • . • - - ^ 

LEFT COMPLETELY OUT. ' HE' IS CONSIDERED 

• •* • ••• 

•• • 

TO BE A CIV ILIAN. 

♦ - 

p GENERAL DON SAID HE WAS NOT AWARE THAT THE _ 

• ^ ••• •** ^*** * ^ •** • * 

WER'^ GOING TO BE ATTACKED. BY THE POLICE -AND ViETNAtlESE '■' 

SPECIAL FORCES. DINH, AS' MILITARY GOVERNOR, RECEIVED HIS ■ 

' . . . ■ -V't-v'S- '*' • I*'* ^ ' .♦ 

ORDERS FROM THE PRESIDENCY AND WAS TOLD COLONEL TUNQ*S 

• • •• • • • *•••*♦ * #*• • 

WOULD .RE USED TO REINFORCE POLICE BECAUSE VNSF HAD "SreCIAj, , 

. • * * j •■.••■!, • • .♦* 

MEANS". DON INTIMATED BUT;jDID NOT STATE THAT THE ORDERS CpE..^^^.x;y;-;;V-.r.. : 

• . . * • • I . j, *'i .. . 

'•• NHU. FIRST INDICATION GENERAL'PON HAD THAT PAGODAS WERE .;-.yy-..-i:y..;;ry 

.** ** • ^ ♦ • • ? « 

attacked was when HE RECEIVED CALL .ON HIS COMMAND RADIO. //•; ■; 

' * ».* *•*■ ^ • • 

generals khiem and don ‘‘were at jgs.when 'they. heard • 

HAD S^^N attacked. DON WENT' IMMEDIATELY FROM ^HIS COMMAND ! 

POST TO XA LOI. POLICE COMMISSIONER TRAN VAN TU WAS IN ' ::••■• - 


FRO 


'v-4 ‘* 

. ' 

. w> 


command AT XA' LOI PAGODA BACKED UP BY' COLONEL TUNG* S SPECIAL y:.:...v / ; 


FORCES IN .THE PERIPHERY OF THE AREA 
■'FIRST TO ENTER THE PAG_00_A. 


THE POLICE WERE THE :' 
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-iHZN DON ARRIVED AT XA LUl, A PULICE LIElrfENANJ WAS ALREADY 
IN' charge uF a detail inside XA LUI. THE XA LQl BONZES HAD 

alr-'ady sees taken away when dun ARRivED.-' IN the WHOLE 

^ 1-1 ^ 

u--^^ratio\' a total UF THIRTY'PEOPLX vorTOfDED,^"-^/fivX SERIOUSLY. ■• 

THIS FIGURE INCLUDES GVN AND BUDDHIST CASUALTIES. NO BONZES . 

WERE KILLED AT XA LOI. AT 0430 }(6URS ON MORNING OF^'Sl AUG^ 

THE MILITARY 0?ERATI0{^ HAD BEEN COMPLETED AS FAR A'S THE 

« »♦ § * 

UCCUPAilUN UF 1 HE- strategic POINTS BY tHE .MiLlfARY' WERE / .-..'y 

^ * 

CGCCERX'iO. DON SAID THAT 1420 BUNZES WERE .UNpERyDErENTIUN .. , -• . 

ThRU’JGMUUI' SVN.. .■.■■•■ - .' y 

* ^ 4 * • 

y G~NERAL DON WAS VERY PROUD OF THE FACT THAT THE GENERALS A. • 

had been able to maintain secrecy prior to iNiTiATidN OF THiSv-yyxyy :;5:;: ; 
operation. he WAS -ALSO PROUD OF THE TECHNIQUE EMPLOYED BY ;>• 

, •*w^ **« • • 

the iRuuPS and hE said "EVERYBODY ALWAYS TALKS OlGCOLONELS 


the iRuuPS AND hE SAID "EVERYBODY ALWAYS TALKS OlGCOLONELS T : 

WHO WILL PULL COUPS D’ETAr. ’ THEY ARE INCAPABLE. .WE HAVE •- 
PROVEN THIS BY UUR PLANN ING -AND- UUR I Q^E" . H£ CITED 

an EXAMPLE THE U NUVEnBER 1^60 COUP D’ETAT WHICH WAS PLANNED 
BY COLONELS AND FAILED. DON DID NOT EXPRESS HIS HERSOHAL^yJy;vy;y:.yyyyyuy-y 

REACTION TO THE ATl'ACK ON THE PAGODAS. 'DON DID S/iY THAT 

* ♦.* •• 

HE wants to carry' OUT HIS ORIGINAL PLAN TO SCREEN ALL THE ' - ;■ 


. ''don DID S/iY'THAT 

* ■.•• •“'••«■•** 1* r, . j, 

• ' • 

,AN TO screen ALL THE ■• y . ■//: 
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•'bonzes /and return then tu their -.PRUVINCES’ and TO'tHEIR PAGODAS. 

* A. « 4 • • ^ * 

^ • *4 ^ • 

DON also said THAT THE U S IS HOLDING THIGH TRI OUANG IN ' 


• / , • n • '*1 




usai, DON added that TRI QUANG WAS ONE OF THE MAIN AGITATORS 

*•* * * ' ^ .* .*** ♦ • 

and the GVN wants to take HIM IN CUSTODY. (FIELD COMMENT * . DON 


t 


• • . '‘'A’ « • '. . _ 

.-.r •. ■ • -T. rf,' ; 


. #• 




' .V V 

t 


apparently BELIEVES TRI QUANG IS ONE OF THE TWO' BONZES 

^ 7 ' * “r *.v" .• 

taking- REFUGE IN USOM. A CAS OFFICER WHO KNOWS TRI QUANG ' 'Iv 

WELL SAW Both of the BUnZES in USOM ON ahriisT AND CONF IRMED. - 7v.-'. 

« 

T}IAT NEITHER IS TRI QUANG.) 

IZ. 


^ • *14 ’,• « • * . 

24 AUGUST AND CONFIRMED,.-^ 

‘ ‘'.‘a 

' • *- ^ -s t* 

. u O' ' ?*V. ' / • ' . - 

./• ^ • 

4 . I. • • • * 

• w* %•*!.*•* ' V^‘ 

^ -rifA'T rut? MT1 TTARY ; 


GENERAL DON HAS HEARD PERSONALLY THAT THE MILITARY 
13 BEING BLAMED' BY VIETNAMESE PUBLIC FOR THE ATT/!^K -ON 
pagodas. HE said THAT THE U S GOVT IS AT FAULT FOR THIS 
M ISCaNCEPriUN because voa announced that the MILITARY 
action against the pagodas. dun queried why ' vpA ''DID. NOT 'i'-V/-. •:••;• 

admit that COLONEL TUNG’S SPECIAL ..FORCES AND:THE POLICE 


« • • • • • 

• V' • >*••••" -4/ 


I ■ • ? 

• * *. 


• 4 •*** 


• • - . • . V ^ • 




ARRIED out the ACTION. DON ^BELIEVES"/ THIS . WpULD HELP THE 

*• • • «* i *• - • •• • 


.military AT this POINT. DUN STATED THAT "i'HE USA SHO.ULD NOW ..• 
•MAKE ITS POSITION KNOWN. ' DON' D0ES''NUT WANT DIEM REPLACEDj ■ : ^ 

w ■*■**.*• 

FOR EXA.'IPLE, by an EXILE LIKE .HOAN (POSSIBLY -NGUYEN TON HOAN) 


• * •** m 




'V •. . 


- •* l» 


•■X. ^ 

* • • f* \ • • .*" ■ 


' WHO IS PRESENTLY IN THE ADMITTED THAT WITHIN THE' 

military THERE IS NO ONE WHO COULD REPLACE DIEfl. HE CITED, 

' • ' • ■ - ♦ f ‘ * ■ 


.•* - 


AS an example, HIMSELF, SAYING, "I'M NOT SMART NOR AM I 
ambitious. I ONLY TOOK THE JOB_TO KEEP THE GENERALS TO GET HE R" . ' 

V - • . . ♦ • • ■ * * * I 
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11. DON IMPLIED HE IS AWARE OF .PLANNED FUTUR 
■ * ^ • 

HE said "TJlIS IS THE FIRST STEP, AND THE SECRET 

" i .• 

GOING TOla^PPOf; IS NOT MINE TO GIVE". WHEN ASK 


HE THOUGHT MARTIAL LAW WOULD 


. • 

. • .* L ' < . * •' 

0 GIVE". WHEN ASKED HOW LONG 
LASr, DON. said IT DEPENDED ON ' ■ 

N ASKED IF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY- 


what IS GOING TO HAPPEN. WHEN ASKED IF THE NATIONAL ASb 

/ • ■ 

ELECTiaNS ON 3 1 AUG WOULD BE HELD HE SAID THE ELECTIONS 
WILL PROBABLY BE’ DELAYED, BUT THERE WILL BE A RELAXATION 

4 • • « ^ • 

* • « 

- * ’♦* ' 

martial Law on 24 aug.as far as curfew is concerned. .’ 


. » *1 i ■ . 

*• .*••♦** * 

• • *V • •• ^ ^ * -% 4 ' 

% • • . * .* 4 • 


^ A . •• - 


12. DON DID NOT SAY ANYTHING ABOUT KEEPING 

* « 

OR .replacing HIM WITH SOMEONE INSIDE SVN BEYUN' 

* 

that he DID NOT' WANT ONE OF THE VIETNAMESE EXI 


TO ACHIEVE POWER AND THAT NO MILITARY 


our KEEPING DIEM IN POWER 

. ..*.*• •1.-*.— 

• * - • ^ p ‘ * ‘X * * • * * 

E SVN beyond HIS S-rArEMENT '.:/-:-V:'-'-^^^^^^^ 

K * • • • . • ‘ 4 - .* • • ’t 

W 

f 4 “1 - / 

TNAMESE EXILE POLITJ^IANS ''v 

. •• ■ f •• •■ ■• • ..■•;■■■./■ ■*■ ■ • 

ry figure could do THE 


JOB. 
AN i: 


DIEM 


, r 

C<S o#' 


received THE IMPRESSION, AND IT WA S ' ; • t 


V- v * 




r DON AND HIS GROUP WISHED TO RETAIN 'v:';' -Vfc 

• * * • ..4 


RE'seOT PHASE OF THEIR PLAN. 


• • .• -'-t -V • 

-• •• ••V* 


' i ^ * * ■ 


■ -- ^ - * • 
»■ I ■ * 


1 HAT HE realizes HE WILL PROBABLY BE ' 

" SAC .T OF THE MARTIAL LAW ACTION BUT THIS • 

■ . * ; ••• ’. 

IS NOT TOO IMPORTANT BECAUSE THERE ARE OTHER MILITARY 

’ . , . . -.x* • . 

■ . *• . •* • 

LEADERS WHO WILL TAKE HIS PLACE. • . ' ' ' V'-P 

S • % v**9 •«< ^ •• ^••4 *‘4l«44ta«41« « 44 V 4 • ^ « 4 4 - - - _ . - 

, ^ ^ *4 ■ • ^ 

DID NOT NAME THEM. DON GAVE THE IMPRESSION THAT HE IS 'Kbr.. 


•THE man BEHIND THE WHOLE THING. HE._IS THE FIGUREHEAD. 


• V • • • 

. ■ I # . • 

f • . • t 


• ' 


•• •'• 4 .' ••Ti. * 

IS RESPONSIBLE./pR THE F IR ST TISRE- ARE _C)^RS-.- .e .y-^' > V - ' 
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tMiTWJfZ 


4 


IN THE GROUP VHO WILL TAKE OVER OTHER; RHA^S 


# • . 4 N-VV’ 

IHA^^'IjOTHINQ DON 

.■y- ■ ■ ■•• ■ . . • •■ :': •• ■• ■■.v-vvT'.iV;iiu 


.TAID implied who the KAN OR MEN MIGHT BE WHO. WOULD TAKE OVER OTHER 

.. . . ■ .' •■ ■ • ■' • ••' • • • ’-te' 


.PHASES. DON MENTIONED THE FACT'. THAT ‘VOA - IS ' PLAYING UP THE RESIGNATION 
r OF ambassador CHUONG. '. HE repeated THAT.- VOA BROADCASTS .ARE* 

/ ■ . •• ‘ . .••’••.•. • , . r*'‘^ 

. HURTING THE MILITARY, '. HE SAID IT DOES NO. GOOD TO SAY THAT MILITARY 

. . ./ . , / ... . ; • 

' •ACTION HAS BEEN TAKEN AGAINST THjE BUDDHISTS AND THAT THE ’U^S.;‘'Q0VT,',v-^f4^ 

■ •.» «.* *■* "•• 'V *• .V * ■♦•■■■•'• i. ^ 

DEPLORES THIS ACTION AND AT THE SAME T IME ’ SAY'TKAT; THE USALCONT INij£S<®^:j' 


AID. HE DID NOT EXPAND ON THIS TO INDICATE WHAT 

THE USA SHOULD TAKE.” •■ ' •;■ ^ 

* « ■ * , ^ • • 

14. DON made no MENTION OF VICE PRESIDENT .T HO 

- • • • • 

OTHER CABINET MEMBERS. ' . ’ ' . > : 

• • ■ . . . . 

■ • * , * 

15.. DON SAID THAT AFTER THIS FIRST PRASE, '■'THI 


REVER 


- * ’ ’ ■ . • . . » . * • j • C ■ * ■ t** . r> * {>1 k!' ■ 

.. DON SAID THAT AFTER THIS FIRST PHASE /'THINGS CANNOT 

• N I . • . • - • • V »v.V- c* • *" 

T BACK TO WHAT WAS BEFORE. ‘WHEN ASKED. IF HE. REFERRED* TO THE- vkt-; 

' * . • • . « * *• . . . *• V .-••"w 5 , 

NMENT, DON SAID, ”YES, I’M TALKING ABOUT THE GOVERNMENT., THE 

* • ■ • •*.' 4 /‘.T • 


GOVERNMENT, DON SAID, ”YES, I’M TALI 

« 

■ PRESIDENT HAS GOT TO CHANGE SOME OF 




• SITUATION, DON SAID IF 


PRESIDENT HAS GOT TO CHANGE SOME OF HIS MINISTERS."" DON DID. NOT .-■ 

•name ANY SPECIFIC MINISTERS. HE SAID EVENTS ARE' CONTROLLING THE ' 

SITUATION.' DON SAID IF HE HAD TO CHOOSE BETWEEN PRESIDENT; DIEM 

• ’ ' ■ •• , •• • . •. 

NHU, HE WOULD CHOOSE THE PRESIDENT. HE GAVE NO INDICATION OF WHAT 
OTHER OFFICERS MIGHT BE THINKING' ABOUT NHU. '■ WHEN ASKED IF • SOHETHING.t^V^y-f • 

• v: . 

• • • • • j« ^ • 

HAPPENS, AND THE PRESIDENT IS NO LONGER IN POUER 5 '.yO'ULD DON GO WITH -.W-'V;. ‘L! 
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, . . , j ... , r .. * -• ■ .. • — ‘ 

MH'J DON-SAID. "IF I HAVE THE CHOICE BETWEEN THE.. 'PRESIDENT AND. NHU, ; 

ixn o j . _ .1 *• . . * .••»...■•>■* ' .- : -. : 

*' , •• . •* • / :**• ■ 

NHU IS GOING.” HE DOE'SN’T WANT NHU, '• ' • ‘ " • ’ •, 

♦ « * ♦ . 

16. ' SOORCE .COMMENT.. .THE. . IMPHSSsioN-HAS ESCSiyiaj ij ALTHOUGH 

•• • •••*.' 

, THE PRESIDENT IS. STILL IN THE SADDLE WHAT. IS GOING ON NOW IS BEING ;y-..:. 
/ • “ • . ' * . ‘ .0 -y- 

• TC M A*r *••■ Lv;’ 


CONTROLLED BY NHU. THE IMPRESSION IS STRONG THAT CEmRAL D,ON IS NOT XJ:V 
COMPLETELY AWARE OF EVEYTHING TH/^T IS GOING.. ON ARlDUND HIM.. FROM • V; f;'; 
DON- S STATEMENTS IT APPEARS THAT THERE IS A JUNIORVELEMEOT AMONGyy 
Tuc 6’^NERALS CAUSING .him TROUBLE.' DON INDICATED T^AT HE WANTS ..;• 


assurances one way OR the other FRDM THE U.S. GOVT. ; .HE APPEARS' NOT 

TO KNOW WHAT TO DO NEXT. HE IS COMPLETELY CONTROLLED BY EVENTS ' •. ■yy; j, 

* . • , .....•/•. ■ *•. *■ ■ 

and reacts rather than PLANS NEXT MOVES. .' IT SEEMS'DON HIMSELF • • 

♦ * - • ’^ • ' 

FEELS HE DOES NOT HAVE THE POWER OF ENOUGH INFLUENCE* OVER- THE .GENERALS 

*“ • y * ■ * t • ":■.**•! .V/*" 

TO OVERTHROW THE PRESIDENT.' HOWEVER DON DID NOT GIVE THE IpHESSipN y-;L:;,:; 

• * • • O *•*“••.•• 

that he wants by CHOICE TO OVERTHROW THE PRESiDENTv - DON EV!IDENTLY; 

f •••***^^*^ ** ^ ^ 

WANTS TO CONCILIATE THE BUDDHISTS AND SAID' THAT THE MILilrARV .' -. yV-yy^g^:^ 

SHOULD RESTORE THE PAGODAS AND THE HOLY STATUES THAT ^^yQES'moYOO 

.« . . •— .... ...•..' 

( * *. • • • ' . ... . - ‘ ••'..**■’■...■ 

» / • • . • . •• • ' . ■ • 

•__ ■ - - — — • . , . ' *■ ’ "I’ ■ • • • - • •^*** * 

IN SOME OF THE PAGODAS. -DON MADE NO STATEMENTS ON THE .SECOND PHASE , 


« % 
Y • . 

^ J 




► • « - 


« * • • * * 

OF THE PLAN. DON DID NOT INDICATE- .HOW. LONG: T^ FIR^ ^HASE WOULD ..yy- y^ 

LAST BUT DID INDICATE IT WOULD LAST BEYOND THE SC HEDl^ED RATIONAL . 

' - • • ‘ - . r* y*i. • 

' • : ‘ ■ ■■ . * 
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17 . _FIE]:JD JCOWBOT.^^-' 


^ THERE IS CONSIDERABLE SIGNIFICANCE 

-* ; . :■• - ••:■_■•.-- .■•*■; ■ • •• ■ 


IN DON'S STATEf^ENT THAT iHlS IS ONLY THE. FIRST PHASE 


OF FUTURE PHASES IS NOT HIS TO TELL. -.. WE. CANNOT DET 
-DON .*^EANS THAT FUTURE PHASES CONTA INING, T^ "^CRET 
FROf^ WITHIN THE MILITARY OR, FOR E)UHPLE, BY NHU, 0 
CIVILIAN FIGURES. DON HADE NO COj^MENT. .ON ..ANY CIVIL 

HE said THE ARMY’ S PRIMARY AIM IS TO FIQW THE y VIET 

* • * '‘•^****»*** * * 

DON ALSO SAID THAT THERE WAS NO 10 ^AUGUCT 'GENERAL '.S 

. • ' .. '■ ■•■ ' ' "it 

' NGO DINH NHU. ' • V . ' ' 


• • •■ • ■••■•. • •; .v;- 

• •-«. • ■ • • * * '*1 ‘ ...^ * < 
• •• • *1 ••• ■ * • ^ *« W ^ 

^ -* ♦•. * .1 " «• * •* • .-, 
♦ ^ i ♦ • • *“ * 


PACAF 


« » * • 
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